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Affecting Feminism:

Feminist Theory and the Question of Feeling
Conference Organisers: Stacy Gillis, Robin Stoate & Anne Whitehead
The conference marks the move of Feminist Theory to Newcastle University. This event celebrates the work of all of the editors, contributors, referees and editorial board members who have contributed to the journal over the last ten years, as well as officially launching and celebrating its new home at Newcastle. It also looks forward to the future of the journal and to its continued success.
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Friday, December 10th
3.00

Conference Registration Opens
4.00-6.00
Northeastern Premiere

Sarah Turner’s Perestroika (2009): Perestroika is a ghost story that exploits technologies of memory in order to explore what we forget and how we remember. Part psycho-geography, part dream, imagery is limited to views from the window of the Trans-Siberian train shot in 1988, and then again in 2008. The film culminates at the haunting visual expanse of Lake Baikal.

6.00-7.00
Wine Reception 

Hosted by the Gender Research Group, Newcastle University
7.00-8.30
Memoir Writing: A Discussion (Chair: Linda Anderson)

Vesna Goldsworthy, Jackie Kay and Alison Light

In conjunction with the Newcastle Centre for the Literary Arts
Saturday, December 11th

9.00-9.15
Opening Remarks – Percy G5
9.15-10.45
Session One
A) ‘Bad’ Feelings I: Bodily Affect (Chair: Lucy Gallagher) – Percy G5
· Rosemary Deller (Northumbria University), “Dead Meat? Feeding at the Anatomy Table of Gunther von Hagens’ Body Worlds”

· Katherine Farrimond (Newcastle University), “Feeling Like a Virgin: The Body, Emotion and Virginity in Contemporary Film and Television”

· Kaye Mitchell (Manchester University), “Forgetting and Remembering Lesbian Pulp: Shame, Recuperation and the Queer Archive”
B) ‘Good’ Feelings I: Affective Encounters (Chair: Robin Stoate) – Percy G10
· Suryia Nayak (University of Salford), “The Erotic as Power, Transformational Epistemology and Threshold Location”

· Karin Sellberg (University of Edinburgh), “Affective Encounters: Virtual Sexuality, Viral Connectivity”

· Cecilia Sosa (Queen Mary, University of London), “Queer Feelings of Kinship in the Aftermath of Argentina’s Dictatorship (1976-1983)”

C) Historicisation of Affect I: Nineteenth-Century Emotion (Chair: Ella Dzelzainis) – Percy G13
· Marisa Palacios Knox (University of California, Berkeley), “Odd Women and the Limits of Female Sympathy at the Fin de Siècle”

· Jennifer Morgan (University of Salford), “The Political Value of Emotion in Nineteenth-Century Working-Class Women’s Poetry”

· Elsa Richardson (Queen Mary, University of London), “Madness as Performance and Performance as Madness: Unstable Selfhood and the Actress in Late-Victorian Popular Fiction”

10.45-11.15
Coffee, Tea and Refreshments
11.15-12.15
Keynote Address (Chair: Jackie Stacey) – Percy G5
Kate Chedgzoy (Newcastle University) 

“Theories of Affect vs Histories of the Emotions: Making Sense of Lucy Hutchinson’s ‘wild passions’”

12.15-1.15
Lunch

1.15-2.45
Session Two
A) ‘Bad’ Feelings II: Blocked Affect (Chair: Annalisa Volpone) – Percy G5
· Alex Lockwood (Sunderland University), “The Neurobiology of the ‘Wandering Mind’ and the Negative Affect of Suspended Agency in Joseph Conrad’s Chance”

· Ravenel Richardson (University of St Andrews), “Narrative Approaches to Depression: The Wartimes Diaries of Frances Partridge and Eleanor Corkhill Adams Addison”

· Emma Short (Newcastle University), “‘This ache, this absence’: Mourning and Melancholia in Elizabeth Bowen”

B) ‘Bad’ Feelings III: Fear and Shame (Chair: Kimberly Lamm) – Percy G10
· Rachel Carroll (Teesside University), “‘Among our kind’: Affect, Aversion and Abuse in A.M. Homes’s The End of Alice”

· Anika Stafford (University of British Columbia), “Trans/forming Shame: Affect Theory and Leslie Feinberg’s Stone Butch Blues”

C) Historicisation of Affect II: A Feminist History of Emotion (Chair: Stacy Gillis) – Percy G13
· Katherine Angel (Warwick University), “Psychogenic Etiology and Post-Feminist Affect in Female Sexual Dysfunction”

· Andrea Lobb (Flinders University), “Feminism and the Envious Imagination”

· Christina Scharff (King’s College London), “The Figure of ‘the Feminist’: Of Haunting and Sticky Signs”

2.45-3.15
Coffee, Tea and Refreshments 

3.15-4.45
Session Three 

A) ‘Bad’ Feelings IV: Trauma, the Nation and Marginal Voices (Chair: Anne Whitehead) – Percy G5
· Lara Cox (University of Exeter), “Spectatorship and the Politics of Affect: Fernando Arrabal’s And They Put Handcuffs on the Flowers”

· Jahnavi Misra (Durham University), “Justice and Ethics in Kiran Desai’s The Inheritance of Loss”

· Humaira Saeed (University of Manchester), “Stories of the Broken Self: Affective Narratives of Nation and Trauma”

B) Historicisation of Affect III: Literary Sensibilities (Chair: Naomi Greyser) – Percy G10
· Rowan Rose Boyson (Cambridge University), “Rousseau, Wollstonecraft and the Feminist Problem of Pleasure”

· Kyriaki Hadjiafxendi (University of Exeter), “Sympathy versus Intimacy: Women Writers and the Taxonomies of Feeling in the mid-Victorian Literary Marketplace”

· Annalisa Volpone (Università di Perugia), “Towards a Reconfiguration of Sensibility: Mary Wollstonecraft and the Feminine Mind”

C) Discussion with Sarah Turner, Director of Perestroika (Chair: Robin Stoate) – Percy G13
4.45-5.45
Keynote Address (Chair: Carolyn Pedwell) – Percy G5
Ranjana Khanna (Duke University)



“Touching, Unbelonging, and the Absence of Affect”

6.30-9.30
Wine Reception and Conference Dinner (Hatton Gallery) 



Hosted by Feminist Theory

Sunday, December 12th

9.30-10.30
Keynote Address (Chair: Anne Whitehead) – Percy G5


Ann Cvetkovich (University of Texas at Austin) 



“Depression as Ordinary: Memoir as Public Feelings Genre”

10.30-11.00
Coffee, Tea and Refreshments
11.00-12.30
Session Four
A) Historicisation of Affect IV: Affect, Feminism and Emotion (Christina Scharff) – Percy G5
· Russ Leo (Princeton University), “Affect without Psychoanalysis: Feminism, Spinoza, and Affective Life”

· E. Deidre Pribram (Molloy College), “Developing a Cultural Emotions Studies”

B) Historicisation of Affect V: Feeling Across Time (Emma Short) – Percy G9
· Naomi Greyser (University of Iowa), “‘Touching History’: Sentiment, Elizabeth Cady Stanton and the Problems of Poignant Feminism”

· Kimberly Lamm (Duke University), “‘On Verra’: Affecting Feminist Futures through Melancholic Pasts in Dictee”

· Aimee Carrillo Rowe (University of Iowa), “Romancing Malintzin: Queering Times and Color Lines in Xicana Performance”

C) ‘Good’ Feelings II: Care, Empathy and the Public/Private Divide (Chair: Katherine Cooper) – Percy G10
· Lucy Gallagher (Newcastle University), “Maid to Care: Cleaning as Caring in Maggie Gee’s My Cleaner”

· Roberta Garrett (University of East London), “‘I blame the parents’: Maternal Ambivalence and Infant Determinism in Lionel Shriver’s We Need to Talk about Kevin”

· Ivan Stacy (Newcastle University), “The Troubling Case of Empathy in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go”

D) Historicisation of Affect VI: Representation after the Affective Turn (Chair: Celia Roberts) – Percy G13
· Rebecca Coleman (Lancaster University) and Mónica Moreno Figueroa (Newcastle University), “Past and Future Perfect?: Beauty, Affect and Hope”

· Carolyn Pedwell (Newcastle University), “Empathy, Media Representations of Suffering and the Affective Turn”

· Sadie Wearing (London School of Economics), “Age, Shame and Grumpiness: Analysis, Representation and Affect”

12.30-1.30
Lunch 
1.30

Close of Conference
5

